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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 218964 

E.O. 11642: GDS 
TAGS: OVIP, PO 

SUBJECT: SECDEF VISIT TO LAJES 
REFS: STATE 217740 (NOTAL) 

THE HAGUE 4854 
LISBON 4071 

1. DEPARTMENT CONCURS IN COMMENTS EXPRESSED IN LISBON 
REFTEL. PORTUGUESE ARE EXTREMELY SENSITIVE TO ANY 
OFFICIAL USG REFERENCE TO THEIR ASSISTANCE IN RESUPPLY 
OPERATIONS THROUGH LAJES. FROM BEGINNING, WE HAVE 
ASSURED GOP THAT USG WOULD SEEK TO AVOID ALL PUBLICITY 
IN THIS MATTER. 

2. EVERY EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO ENSURE THAT PRESS 
AND FILM COVERAGE OF SECDEF VISIT DOES NOT HIGHLIGHT 
RESUPPLY OPERATIONS. RUSH 
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Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 
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